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grave reasons which would justify him in treating
his wife with severity. It would, therefore, be to
the Queen's interest and honour that she should
herself ask for a divorce, to relieve her conscience
and for the good of the kingdom, on the ground
that she had been married without her consent,
within the prohibited degrees and without the papal
dispensation. Margaret, weary of Usson and of a
retirement which did not protect her from the im-
portunity of her creditors, consented, and wrote a
graceful and grateful letter to Mornay, thanking him
for his good service and advice. But for several
years matters made little progress. The Queen was
very willing to agree to a divorce on the liberal
terms proposed by her husband, the payment of her
debts, an abundant revenue, permission to live in
Paris with the title and precedence of Queen of
Navarre and Duchess of Valois. She wrote again
and again to Mornay, urging him to press on the
business, and sought to stimulate his zeal by a
present of 14,000 livres. But to establish the valid-
ity of a subsequent marriage beyond dispute it was
necessary .that the divorce should be pronounced by
a competent and generally recognised tribunal, and
as yet the Roman Curia was hostile and not likely to
strain a point to oblige the King of France.

Henry himself, up to 1594, was anxious for a
divorce and to find another wife. Then his interest
flagged, till he again took the matter up warmly in
1598, urging his agents at the Roman Court to
press for the Papal sentence annulling his marriage,
may conjecture that bis affection for Gabrielle